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Tue next Monthly Meeting of the Association will be held at the 
London Institution, Finsbury Circus, on Friday, February 5rd, 
1882, when Mr. Ernest C. Thomas will read a Paper, entitled 
“ Professor Dziatzko on the British Museum.” 


We regret to have to announce that Mr. E. B. Nicholson has 
resigned his seat upon the Council of the Association. 


By an unfortunate error a paragraph was omitted from the 
Report of the Council on the Question of a Journal for the Asso- 
ciation, which was printed in our last mumber. Among the 
recommendations (vol. ii., p. 99) should have appeared one to the 
effect— 

“Thal Members of the Association receive the enlarged 
Monruty Nores, post free, on prepayment of 2s. yearly.” 


The appointment of an Hon. Editor for Monruty Novres in its 
enlarged form has not yet been made, and the present number has 
been edited by the Hon. Secretaries. 


An eight-page Supplement is issued with this Number, contain- 
ing a Revised List of Members for the present year. 


The attention of Members is particularly called to,the fact that 
the Meetings of Committees will henceforth be held on the same 
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evenings as the Monthly Meetings. The Committee appointed to 
prepare Lilustrations to the Cataloguing Rules (being a Committee 
of the whole Association) will meet after the Monthly Meeting of 
the 3rd February next. 


JANUARY MONTHLY MEETING. 


Tue Fourth Monthly Meeting of the Fifth Year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution, on Friday, January 6th, at 
8 p.m., Mr. B. R. Wueartey, V.P., in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, the Chairman expressed his regret that he had to announce 
the death of Major-General Stewart Allen, of Richmond, one of 
our members. 

The following gentlemen were announced as having joined the 
Association :—Mr. J. QO. Griffits, Q.C., The Priory, High 
Wycombe; Mr. Alfred G. Cook, Librarian, London Society of 
Compositors, 3, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.; Mr. 
G. EF. Hilcken, Librarian, The Hall, London Street, Bethnal 
Green, EK. 

Mr. H. S. Ashbee, 46, Upper Bedford Place, London, W.C., was 
proposed and seconded by the Secretaries for election at the next 
meeting. 

The Chairman then called upon one of the Secretaries to read 
Mr. Ballinger’s Paper, entitled— 


JOTTINGS FROM MY NOTE-BOOK. 


I keep a note-book! And perhaps it would not be out of place 
to say why. Weil, my note-book first came into existence in this 
way. A gentleman who had been engaged in library work as a 
youth, but who has forsaken book-dust for a desk in a railway 
office, and who still takes a very deep interest in everything relating 
to libraries, was one day, about four years ago, propounding a 
most utopian scheme for the issuing of books, one which, according 
to his idea, was certain ultimately to be the universal system of 
issuing from libraries, and compared to which registers, indicators, 
and so on were simply childish. I had grave doubts; was, in fact, 
quite sceptical; but my friend suggested that I should make a note 
of his plan, so that it could be referred to in the future. Hence 
arose my note-book, called ‘‘ Library Notes.” I made a note of my 
friend’s perfect system, and there are many other notes touching 
other strange suggestions, worked out in black and white toa 
point, which point is often “absurdity.” But it is a very good 
plan to keep a note-book. It has often been of great service to 
me; the writing of it has been a source of very great pleasure, 
and it affords a great deal of amusement to read over some of the 
entries when they have almost, if not quite, been forgotten. 

The subject which I abstract for this paper forms a recent entry, 
the date being May, 1881.’ About that time I made a calculation 
of the number of persons using this (Doncaster Public) Library, the 
































number of families represented, and the number of families and bur- 
gesses unrepresented. The result showed that, with a population of 
21,130, consisting of about 5,000 to 6,000 families, only about one in 
six of the families was represented amongst the borrowers from the 
Library. This recalled to my mind an idea which had occurred 
to me some years ago, viz.: that it would be possible in some way 
to convey a guarantee form, belonging to the Library, to every 
house in the district in which the Library’s books were not found, 
and at the same time to give a little advice on the mode of pro- 
cedure at these institutions. The desirability of this was very 
apparent. Here, for example, is a Library, capable of accommo- 
dating all the people in the town over a reasonable age, say twelve, 
with books, and maintained at the expense of the people, share and 
share alike, in proportion to their circumstances. And yet many 
of these people are ignorant of the objects, extent, mode of work- 
ing, and, above all, the freedom of the Library, which is, practically, 
their property. That it is meant for them, or that they have a 
perfect right to use its books, has never occurred to many of them. 
Again, there are many people who are always on the point of 
applying for tickets, but somehow the first step always seems as 
far off as ever, and they never pluck up the courage to take it. 
Something that would overcome these difficulties appeared a very 
desirable thing to discover, and the method I tried is this. A 
circular letter worded as follows :-— 
Boroueu Free Liprary, St. George’s Gate, Doncaster, 
April, 1881. 

Sir,—I beg to draw your attention to the many advantages which this Library 
affords to the townspeople. The Library was established and is carried on solely 
on behalf of the people resident, rated, or employed within the borough, and it is 
open to them entirely free of cost. The departments are— 

1. Lenpinc DEPARTMENT. 

This is a circulating Library. Persons may, by getting a guarantee form signed 
by a burgess of the borough (or, in the case of a burgess, by signing for them- 
selves), borrow, for reading at home, any of the books contained in the catalogue 
of the Lending Department. This department is open daily from 10 a.m to 
9 p.m., except on Wednesdays, when it closes at 2 pam. 

2. REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. 

This department provides books to be read in a room set apart for the purpose 
at the Library. It is only necessary to make application at the Library counter 
for the use of a book in this department, which is open during the same hours as 
the Lending Department. 

3. Tur Nrws-room. 

The News-room is open daily, from 9a.m. to 10 p.m. All the leading local 
and London daily and weekly papers are taken. The comic papers, J//ustrated 
London News, Graphic, Engineer, Building News, &c., the principal monthly 
magazines and time-tables, are provided. 

A catalogue of the books is on sale at the Library, price 9d. 

The number of volumes in the Library is 11,000. 

L enclose a form of application for a borrower’s ticket, by filling up which and 
returning it to me, you will become entitled to borrow books from the Lending 
Department. 


I am, your obedient servant, 
JOHN BALLINGER, 


Librarian. 
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A copy of this letter, accompanied by a voucher form, was sent to 
every person on the burgess list of the borough, who was not 
represented amongst the borrowers from the Library. Between 
3,000 and 4,000 were sent out, packed in envelopes, and addressed 
to the person for whom it was intended, viz., the unliterary burgess 
who was guilty of neglecting the Library. 

Kirst let me say how it was done, and what was the cost. The 
latter item is, perhaps, the most suggestive of difficulty. The cost 
of our venture was : 

4,000 Circular Letters, at 10s. 6d. per 1,000. £2 2 0 
Voucher Forms % ‘5 ; 22 0 
Envelopes 5s. : 1 0 0 


Total cost ‘ ; : - £5 4 0 


The total expenditure was £5 4s. Surely this is a very small 
sum for so great a work. The envelopes were addressed, the 
vouchers and letters were folded, &c., and the delivery of them was 
accomplished, entirely by the Library staff, consisting of myself 
and two assistants. The time taken to accomplish the work was 
between two and three weeks; and I cannot miss the opportunity 
of saying how willingly and persistently my assistants tried to 
further my plans. 

Secondly, why it was done. Because the Committee felt with me 
that the Library was not doing its maximum of work, would be, per- 
haps, the best reason ; but thereare sundry minor ones. The town of 
Doncaster is a singular one in many senses. There have been no 
Cambridge University Lectures or other educating influences of a 
similar nature brought to bear here, to excite the interest of the people 
in those walks of literature which very few people are spontaneously 
prone to, but which many people delight in when the suggestion 
comes in a practical form from without. The people, too, are of a 
somewhat reserved and old-fashioned type, and are not quick to 
adopt new customs and new ideas; they look upon them rather 
with suspicion. But to the credit of the town be it recorded that 
the Public Libraries Act was adopted, twelve years ago, with only 
one dissentient (and, by the way, two members of that antagonistic 
gentleman’s family now use the Library), a time when the Public 
Libraries question had not assumed the importance which it has 
in these later days, and when Public Libraries were mainly con- 
fined to large towns. Taking these peculiar characteristics of the 
people into consideration, it is not much to be wondered at that 
the Library did not progress very rapidly. During the first year 
of the Library’s existence 16,989 books were issued ; in 1876 the 
number had dropped to 12,201; during the year just closed over 
50,000 volumes were issued to 34,518 persons. This letter was 
sent, then, to awaken the interest of the people in the Library of 
which they are the proprietors. The newness of the institution 
had worn off, and the time was ripe for fixing its attractions in the 
hearts of the people; it was done to prevent the Library from 


” 


” 








—— CC. 




















—==—- 


Ck TCO 








5) 


falling into an institution of secondary interest—to place it, as it 
ought to be, in the front rank among the established institutions 
of the town. 

And now for an objection which was put forth by the 
very first person to whom this plan was propounded. ‘ Are 
we supposed to go out of our way to persuade the people to come 
to the Library, if they don’t choose to come of their own accord.” 
The gentleman who made the remark just quoted is a man of few 
words; a month after the above expression was used, when all the 
circulars had been sent out, his brief but very suggestive criticism 
was, ‘It’s a step in the right direction.” I think we certainly 
ought to turn aside from the beaten path if it will do good : 

“To do a great right, do a little wrong.” 


It will only be necessary to do it once in several years; and the 
good effect it is sure to have upon the attitude of the people 
towards the Public Libraries will be, in itself, ample compensation 
for the trouble entailed. But there is the other point, also, of how 
much it will contribute to the success of the particular Library in 
connection with which this little piece of machinery is put on its 
trial. The Public Libraries of the country have yet much to 
accomplish before they can be called efficient. The L. A. U. K. 
will do much, but the individual action of librarians in their own 
towns will do more. The effort to improve must not cease until 
the Libraries are to the people a household word. Kvery encourage- 
ment ought to be given to improvement and to an increased facility 
for enabling every person to obtain books, in whatever form the 
improvements may present themselves. The Committees of Public 
Libraries are, in some cases, a great barrier to the march of improve- 
ment. A lack of spirit and enterprise on the part of the Committee 
should be remedied by the Librarian drawing their attention to im- 
provements that it would be desirable to introduce. The millennium 
of Public Libraries is not yet; but improvement is steadily going 
on, the ball must be kept rolling, and an extra push must be 
given now and then to send it along quicker. There are some 
Libraries sadly in need of such a push at the present time, and, of « 
course, my argument is, that the plan which has been so successful 
here will be equally or more successful elsewhere. I do not mean 
to say that it works like a miracle; it does not. The immediate 
result is a great accession of borrowers; the after-effect it would 
be impossible to calculate. Vouchers sent out with the letters in 
May last are constantly being returned even now (January, 1882), 
seven months after their first issue. By far the best time of year 
to send the circulars out would be towards the end, about October 
or November, but, on account of the accumulation of business 
towards the end of the year, | was compelled to select April and 
May for commencing operations. 

Having said so much about a very simple expedient, I commend 
it to the careful consideration of my fellow Librarians. 

Annual Iteports—Just a short note occurs in my note-book on 
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the sizes of Annual Reports. It refers to the inconvenience of 
having them of such a variety of sizes, making it impossible to 
have them conveniently and uniformly bound together. Would it 
not be a great improvement if one size could be agreed upon, and 
strictly adhered to? I would suggest royal 8vo, or perhaps I 
should call it large 8vo. I have chosen this size, not from any pre- 
dilection in its favour—our printer says it is a very ugly size—but 
because, in matters such as this, it is the best to follow the lead of 
the large Libraries, and Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, and 
Leeds all have their reports of the large 8vo size. 

After a brief discussion a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 
Ballinger for his communication. 

A discussion arose upon the best way of securing a fuller 
attendance of members of committees, and it was proposed and 
carried :— 

‘That in future the Meetings of Committees be held on the first 
Friday of the month, but so as not to interfere with the hours of 
meeting of the Council and of the Monthly Meetings.” 

Some conversation also took place upon the subject of the recent 
sale of some of their sets of periodicals by the Library of the 
Patent Office. It was agreed to adjourn the further consideration 
of a motion expressing regret at this step until fuller information 
should be obtained. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


Hatirax.—The Committee of the Public Library, Halifax, have 
advertised for a librarian, and appear to expect that they will find 
‘¢a person who has had experience in the management of a Public 
Library” for the salary of £80 per annum. We hope they may 
have succeeded. 

Hiau Wycompe.—A conference was held at Wycombe on the 
16th of last month, which had been convened by the Mayor to 
consider what can be done towards providing for the maintenance 
of the Free Library in that town. Mr. J. O. Griffits, Q.C., 
has maintained the Library for some years at his own expense, and 
has offered to convey the building, upon which he has spent some 

32,500, to trustees for the benefit of the town, if the townspeople 
would raise a sufficient endowment fund for its support, and if 
the trustees undertake to carry on the Library until the fund is 
provided. The expense of maintenance is estimated at £120 per 
annum. About £1,000 has been already contributed, including 
£400 from Mr. Griffits himself. A special feature in this case is 
that Mr. Griffits declines to accept the rate system, and stipulates 
that the maintenance of the Library must be secured by a perma- 
nent fund. His reason for this appears to be that in the case of a 
small town the burden on the rates might at some time or other be 
found irksome, and thus the Library might suffer or even be dis- 
continued. He believes also that a voluntary institution is more 
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likely to stimulate others to offer it substantial assistance. It will, 
at all events, be interesting to observe the success of the experi- 
ment. The Library has been very successful, and the people of 
Wycombe seem fully conscious that it will be a great misfortune if 
the generosity and public spirit shown by Mr. Griflits do not find 
a suitable response from his fellow-townsmen. 

Lonpon: Mereoro.ocica, Orrice.—A grant has been made 
towards the expense of making a card catalogue of the Library of 
the Meteorological Office, which consists of some five or six 
thousand books and pamphlets. The accessions are to be printed, 
and it is to be hoped that, in course of time, the Department will 
print the entire catalogue. 

Oxrorp: Bopiemn Lisrary.—The following gentlemen are 
amongst the candidates for the vacant head librarianship :—Mr. 
Richard Garnett, of the British Museum; Mr. E. B. Nicholson, 
of the London Institution ; and Prof. R. K. Douglas, of the British 
Museum. The appointment appears to be indefinitely postponed. 

Paris: MonicipaAn Lisrartes.—The number of the municipal 
libraries has been still further increased. In 1878 there were only 
five; in 1879 they had increased to eleven; while at the end of 
1881 there were seventeen. Three new ones Will probably be 
opened this year, and then the whole of the arrondissements of 
Paris will be provided with libraries attached to their respective 
mairies. The grant for the coming year has been fixed at 95,875 
francs. The seventeen libraries contain about 70,000 volumes, 
and during the past year they have been visited by upwards of 
250,000 readers and borrowers. 


LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 


Supplement to the Catalogue of the Free Public Library, Sydney, 
for the years 1877 and 1878. Reference Department. (Sydney, 
1880.) 4to, pp. iv. 370. 


A handsomely printed catalogue, in which the books are divided into twelve 
classes, with the titles in full, under authors’ names, Pressmarks are given at the 
end of each entry. There is also a very elaborate ‘* Analytical, Classified Index,” 
where the books are to be found not only under author, subject and short title, 
but also ‘‘ by the title under its classification,” and by all the leading words of 
the title-page. The preface is signed ‘‘ R. C. Walker, Principal Librarian.” 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. First Annual Report of the Public 
Libraries Committee. 1880-81. 8vo, pp. 47. 


The first report of the Newcastle Public Libraries contains a retrospect of the 
movement for the establishment of the Libraries, and a graceful recognition of 
the services rendered by Mr. Haggerston, ‘‘in spite of constant and heavy 
private affliction.” The number of volumes in the Lending Library is 23,976 ; 
in the Reference Library, 3,771. The number of readers’ tickets in use is 
13,929, nearly one-half of which are used by burgesses. On the average, each 
borrower has taken out 21°67 volumes, The Committee notice with regret that 
they have received £119 3s. 1d. for fines. The income received from the rate is 
£2,803 19s.; from other sources, £839 7s. 6d. Including the cost of the 
Educational Classes carried on by the Committee, the expenditure has been 
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£3,593 8s. 5d. The estimated cost of the new building is £20,000. The issues 
of diction have been strikingly low, a: i ie librari 
under 43 per cent. of the total issues. In addition to other statistical tables, the 
Report furnishes a considerable quantityof illustrations of the number of times the 
favourite works in each class have been issued. The information thus supplied is 
very interesting. There are also supplied lists of the books read by fifteen 
readers of different classes. The Report concludes with an account of the educa- 
tional work carried on, being that commenced by the Newcastle Mechanics’ 
Institution in 1824. In this department, also, the year’s work has shown most 
encouraging progress. 


Leeps.—Eleventh Annual Report of the Leeds Public Library, 
1880-81. 8vo, pp. 20. 


Mr. Yates reports an advance of 61,148 issues on the previous year. The 
total issues for the year, in addition to the use made of the Reference Library, 
were in the Central Lending Library 285,593 volumes, in the Branch Lending 
Libraries 354,020 volumes. A new branch is to be formed at the Bennett R oad 
Board School, Headingley, which will bring the number of branches up to 22. 
The total income for the year was £5,479 11s. 2d., of which sumi the rate pro- 
duced £4,649 8s. 4d., and other sources £500 14s. 8d., including £329 9s. 8d. 
from fines, The total number of volumes in stock is 109,202 ; 3,570 applications 
have been made to borrowers by post-card for the return of books. Tables are 
appended giving details of the stock, issues, and finance. 





NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Haypn’s Dictionary or Dares: List or Liprartes.—Mr. Bone 
(Monruty Norrs, vol. ii. p. 96) finds it “ singular” that the well- 
known Octavian and Palatine Libraries founded by Augustus are 
not recorded in the list given in ‘ Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates.” 
It would be well indeed if this were a ‘ singular” omission; but 
there is no mention of the still more famous Ulpian Library. The 
list contains, in fact, only six libraries at all for the whole period B.c., 
and is extremely poor and uncritical throughout. 

Linrartes : NewcastLe anv ReiGare,—Can one of your Newcastle 
readers give me any information about the Thomlinson Library at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ? It is spoken of as valuable in Notes and 
(Jueries, vol. i. p. 391, where it is also said that a handsome build- 
ing was erected for it early last century near St. Nicholas’ Church, 
and that a catalogue of its contents has been published. 

I should also like to learn something about the “little Library 
adjoining Reigate Church,” which is described in the same volume 
of Notes and (Queries (pp. 6, 7) as occupying the upper chamber of 
a building on the north side of the chancel. Is it a parochial 
Library, and does it still exist? It does not appear in the list of 
Parochial Libraries printed in the first volume of our Transactions. 





London: TRUBNER & CO., Ludgate Hill. 
Single Numbers, Threepence each. Annual Subscription, 
post free, 3s. Od. 





